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What is the College and Career Center?



Transcripts



Rank and GPA
● Rank
● GPA
● Automatic Admission



The Benefits of Rigor
● Honors
● Dual Credit
● On-Ramps
● AP Courses



Begin w/ the End in Mind
What Are Colleges Looking for?

● Rigorous Curriculum (Honors, AP, & Dual Credit)
● SAT & ACT
● GPA & Rank
● Grade Trend
● Leadership
● Extracurricular Activities: Clubs, sports, band, etc.
● Volunteer Hours
● Community Involvement



Dual Credit & AP: “Best Thing Since Sliced Bread!”



Importance of AP Tests/Dual Credits

● If you take the class, take the Test!!

● One Class at TCU costs over $5,000 . . . One Dual 
Credit Course is about $200 . . .One AP Test costs less 
than $100

● State of Texas: 3 or Higher on AP Test gets College 
Credit

● 1,000% Return on your (parents’) money



ACT, PSAT & SAT



PSAT 

 
● Students take in October during 9th, 10th and 11th grade.
● Your PSAT score helps to give you an idea of how you’ll score on the SAT.
● The PSAT take 2 hours & 45 minutes and consists of Reading, Writing & 

Language, and Math.
● The PSAT is scored on a range of 320-1520.
● The PSAT National Merit Scholarship is based off of your 11th grade PSAT 

score.
○ Students that score in the top 3-4% are “Commended Scholars”
○ Students that score in the top 1% are Semifinalists (Can Apply to be 

Finalists)
○ National Merit Finalists often get amazing, scholarships, some are even 

full-ride scholarships.
○ National Hispanic, African American, and National Indigenous Scholars

 



SAT

 ● All 11th grade students take the SAT for free in March of their Junior year at their high 
school.

● SAT also has National testing dates that occur on Saturdays. 
● The SAT is scored on a range of 400-1600.

○ Students must receive a 480 on EBRW and 530 on Math to be considered college 
ready

● The SAT consists of subject area tests in:
○ Reading
○ Writing & Language
○ Math

● If students are on free/reduced lunch they can receive a fee waiver from the counseling 
office.



ACT

 
●Students will typically take the ACT at the end of 

11th grade or during 12th grade.
●ACT has National testing dates that occur on 

Saturdays. 
●The ACT consists of subject area tests in

○ English
○ Math
○ Reading
○ Science
○ optional writing component

●If students are on free/reduced lunch they can 
receive a fee waiver from the counseling office.

●ACT is scored on a scale of 1 to 36.
○ College Ready: At least 22 on 

math for an exemption in math 
and/or Combined score of 40 on 
the English and Reading tests for 
an exemption in reading and 
writing



Getting “College & Career Ready”
● 9 Hours of Dual Credit or 3 hours of English/Math
● Earn College Credit through On-Ramps
● 3 on an AP Test
● Make a 480 on English SAT and 530 on Math SAT
● 22 on ACT Math; Combined 40 on English & Reading
● Pass the TSI 
● Follow a CTE Pathway and earn a state-approved IBC
● Complete a College Prep Course in Math & English (or 

Complete College Bridge)
● Earn an Associate’s Degree in High School
● Enlist in the Military



Getting “College Ready” TSI/SAT/ACT
● SAT: 530 on Math & 480 on English

● ACT: 23 College Ready: At least 22 on math for an exemption in math and/or 
Combined score of 40 on the English and Reading tests for an exemption in 
reading and writing

● TSI: 950 on Math; 945 on English



Khan Academy



The College Search



Academic Fit

● Reach Schools: Reach schools are not out of reach. They are just more 
selective.  Your academic record may be lower than the typical applicant.

● Match Schools: Your academic record will be similar to the “average” student 
admitted to the school.

● Safety Schools: A majority of students will be admitted to these schools. 
Scholarships may be higher for these (especially if applicant’s test scores are 
in the top 25% of scores for that college)



Public vs. Private Colleges
● Going to an in-state, public college is often a way to save money on 

college!

● “Out of state” tuition

● In-state, public colleges are subsidized by the taxpayers of that state

● We encourage all students to apply to at least one in-state college 
where they have a high likelihood of admission

● There are also a handful of out-of-state colleges that offer in-state 
tuition for Keller ISD students (Eg., Wichita State University).



Finding the “Right Fit”

● The “right fit” looks different for every student

● Find a college where a student can “plug-in”

● Understand the culture of the college

● College “right-fit” leads to student happiness and 
completion of college

● Visit Colleges frequently and deliberately



Building Your Resume/CV
● Keep track of what you do and awards you receive

● Keep lists and create a resume

● Take advantage of leadership opportunities in and out of school

● Enrichment Opportunities in the Summer (Boy’s State/Girl’s State)

● Can be useful for applying to College

● Often included when you apply for scholarships



Highlighting Two Favorites: 
College Navigator & Big Future

College Navigator College Board Big Future

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


Get to Know Yourself!
Take a Career Interest Inventory

Take the ASVAB

https://www.kellerisd.net/Page/6477
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhDt0oS9m7TVrDOGURl8fgZFODJ4zd1o_xxrnTwNFtUB_xjA/viewform


Career Interest Inventories & Personality Tests–
Google: “Keller ISD CCMR”



Start Looking for Micro Scholarships: 
Raise.me (Even in 9th Grade)



College Board Checklists for Each Grade Level

https://www.kellerisd.net/Page/6478

https://www.kellerisd.net/Page/6478


Questions/Discussion??

Get Copies of the College Planning Checklists 


